Imﬂ\a kind of consumer that Coleco
likely had in mind when il developed
Adam—somecons who is ready to make a
comguler-gystem purchase if the price is
madest and confusing options are alim-
nated, The rumors alona of an 80K com-
puter with built-in word-processing soft-

Writer to buy), game playing, and a daisy-
wieel printer that all together cost abouwt
the same as & printer along, were attrac-
tive encugh for me to postpone buying a
computer unlil Adam was on the market.
And now that I've mat Adam and have had
savwaral hours to get to know him well, he
saams to be very easy to get along with.

Adam comes pecked, unassembled, in
a gigantic box along with instruction man-
uals on SmartWriter, , Buck
Rogers video-game instructions, Smart-
Writer Easy Reference Guide, and a set-up
manual which instructs “Read Me Firat.”
Since a great part of Adam’s charm Bes in
evarything baing “built-in," | panicked
slightly whian faced with connecting the
WEMNOUS Sactions.

My fears wera untounded, though, since
it took only about a half hour to get the
computer o wark, Mol bad, 1 thought, for a
technically disinclingd parson, One time |
had 1o all the modulas after |
had everything all phmd becausa | had
the keyboard, which
made the computer impossible to use. Fi-
nally, after assembling Adam perlectly and
turning on the separate color TV that
doasn't coma with the system, the com-
puter refusied to oparate, A major problam,
| thought. But, ne, | had forgotten fo tum
the computer onl s aqually easy to forget
o turn Adam off, which makes the printar
get very hol. Thase problems were not, of
course, Adam’s fault.

A nice design towch is that all the cords
have a “'this side up™ label and all the cord
outhets are labelad. Without this touch, |
might still be looking for the keyboard oul-
let. Assembly might have been a lithe easi-
o if the manual supplied & large numbered

warg (no axpensive WordSiar or Parfect

diagram of the entire system that showed
where 1o set things up and plug them in, in-
stead of the small close-ups of where the
various plugs should be atlached. Whan
you're nervously trying to fit all the right
conds into thair right slots, sach saction of
computer shown in the closs-ups resem-
bles any other section. Since the modules
and tabletop TV spread out over a large
area that's at least 4 wide by 3° deep, the
aystem isn't especially compacl. This is
not an unimportant consideration if Adam
i being brought into a small apartment or
crowded child's room, or if you are plan-
ning to use the family television e a

%

In murry ways | fell in love with Adam.
The Smart Keys were termlic! They make
changing margins and tabs as simple (liter-
ally) as pressing & button until the exact
numibers you want appear on the screen, |
wis able to change the screen color o
oni | liked batter, or was easier on my
ayes, or matchad my sweater. My options
wara blue, green, white, black, and gray.
And the type appeared in vamnous rainbow
hues, | was impressad with the actusl pret-
tiness of the type on the screen, 1oo.

As a longtime typewriter user, it was
somawhat distractng to use Adam as a
wiord processor whose type appeared ona
screen instead of a page in frond of ma, but

used lo. Another oplion that Adam offered
mi wias how rmuch noise | wanted with my
typing. I | wanted a collection of beeps
and boops as | presssd keys, | could have
that; a more attractive option was com-

plete silence. | did wish | had a noise option
on the Adam printer, which amitied a
grinding noise whan turned on and an irr-
tating “whap-whap™ whan keys hit the pa-
per. | would try placing Adam on a typsewrit-
er mat to iry and muffla the noise, while
kaaping my aye pasled for some kind of
low-cost printer cower to reduce nolse fur-
ther. This aside, | thought it was neal to
Son the printer speeding through my bext
unassisted, typing sentences backwards,
As Coleco claims, | found storing, filing
and rafriaving text on Adam to be a simple
task, handled by its sToserceT kay. When |
was ready to call back my text, Adam dis-
played & clear directory in a fie-foldar for-
mal. It was & simple operation 1o podnt 1o
the fibe | wanted with ane of the arrow keys
and toask forit. | lound il was aasy 10 clear
th scréen and begin a new project, 100,
Ned having had much hands-on expari-
ance with computars, | was a littla sur-
prisad at the complexity of SmartBASIC |
(which I'm told is no more complex than
plein BASIC). Adam is supposad to be su-
per simpla, so | was disappointed that |
would hawe to ener intricate strings of
numbers and letlers, at leas! one time for
storage, before | could do any
This was frustrating, ewen with the built-in
prompis and self-cormections. | knaw,
tharefore, that | would be combing the
market for ready-to-ren software wvary
soon. Coleco's promised SmariFiler series
would therafore appeal 1o ma very much.
Mow that I've had a “new owner's” ex-
posure to Adam, | think that it lives up to
the hype preceding is introduction, <

Fehruary 15984

49



